-Chemists synthesize thalidomide -trying
to produce a new anti-histomine -instead they discover that it is an effective sedative 1956 -Free samples to workers at the manufacturing plant -a baby without ears 1957 -Marketed by Chemie Grunenthal in Germany -as a wonder drug -no side effects. It was prescribed to women to combat morning sickness associated with pregnancy Thalidomide has no effect on rodent embryos (standard testing).
Thalidomide was sold over the counter in some countries, it was immediately popular and taken like aspirin
Babies born with severe limb defects began to increase. 
